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Role of the Seafood Industry in Alaska 
and the Pacific Northwest



• Research and consulting since 1972
• Offices in Anchorage and Juneau with staff in Washington and Vermont
• Economic analysis, community/economic/business development, and more
• Conducted 100+ economic impact studies for many sectors

• 20+ years of support for Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute (ASMI)
• Market analyses, economic impacts, feasibility studies, industry insights, facilitation

• Also work in Pacific Northwest, including:
• Economics: Economic Impact of Alaska on Puget Sound
• Fisheries: Modernization of the North Pacific Fishing Fleet Economic Analysis
• Maritime: Economic Impact of the Ballard Locks, Port of Anacortes Marina Impacts, Ports of 

Clarkson and Lewiston River Boat Impacts and Market Analysis, Port of Kalama 
Comprehensive Scheme

• Visitor Industry: Port of Seattle Cruise Passenger Surveys
• Mining, oil and gas, security, and other industries…
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McKinley Research Group



• Overview of Alaska’s seafood production
• What we produce
• The size of our fleet
• Where are the Alaska jobs

• National and Global context of our industry
• Market share
• National workforce

• Economic Impact
• U.S., Washington, and Alaska 
• Alaska taxation
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Today’s Presentation
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Total Value: 
$2.0 billion

Alaska Ex-Vessel Value, 2021, 
by Species



5*2022 is preliminary estimate

Size of Alaska’s Fishing Fleet



6

Alaska Seafood Industry Regional Job Impacts

Source: Economic Value of Alaska’s Seafood Industry, 2022. Data based on 2019 reference year.

• 36,100 workers 

• 21,400 FTE jobs 

• 1,337 resident-owned vessels
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Alaska Seafood in U.S. and Global Context 

• 41% of Alaska pollock

• 30-40% of wild salmon

• 66% of sablefish

• 61% of Pacific halibut

• 21% of flatfish

• 10% of cod 

2020 Data

A l a s k a  c o n t r i b u t e s  
t o  t h e  g l o b a l  s u p p l y :

U.S. market Global market
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• >100,000 FTE U.S. Jobs
• $6B in annual labor income
• $15 B in economic output (fishing 

processing, distribution, retail)
• Home to 9 out of top 20 U.S. fishing ports 

by value
• Home to 8 out of top 20 U.S. fishing ports 

by volume

National Impacts

Fun Fact
Alaska annually 
produces 
enough seafood 
to feed the 
world at least 
one serving of 
protein a year.



• 63% of skippers, permit owners, 
and crew were Alaskans (19,808 
fisherman)

• In rural Alaska, the seafood 
industry is among the largest 
source of jobs, income, and 
local taxes

• 37% non-Alaska workers 
(11,435) needed to address high 
volume and seasonal jobs
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Alaska’s Commercial Fishing Workforce

*2022 is preliminary estimate



Alaska Seafood & 
Washington State
• Vessel home porting, maintenance, 

supplies, shipping, processing, crew
• 893 WA vessels fished in Alaska 
• 5,900 WA residents participated in Alaska 

fisheries 
• Alaska ships 1 billion pounds of finished 

seafood product to WA annually
• Total value of seafood shipped out of Ports 

of Seattle and Tacoma: $750 million
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Economic Impacts in Alaska, 2021
• 62,000 jobs, $1.75 billion earnings

• More than 8,900 vessels

• Over 160 shoreside and at-sea 
processing plants

• $2 billion ex-vessel, 
$4.7 billion wholesale

• Provides economic activity and tax 
revenue in rural Alaska from Ketchikan 
to Kotzebue
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• $163 M in  taxes, fees, and self-assessments 

• Fisheries Business Tax is the largest and paid by
shore-based processors as a percentage of value

• Several local governments also assess their own 
local fish taxes on processors.
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Seafood Activity Impact on Tax Revenue



McKinley Research Group, LLC is 
a team of respected professionals 

with 50 years experience providing 
research, consulting, and advisory 

services to clients seeking answers
to questions and solutions to 
organizational complexities.

mckinleyresearch.com

www.mckinleyresearch.com

McKINLEY RESEARCH GROUP, LLC

3800 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 1100  I  Anchorage, AK 99503  I  (907) 274-3200

801 W. 10th Street, Suite 100B  I  Juneau, AK 99801  I   (907) 586-6126

info@mckinleyresearch.com
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